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UK LLW Capacity

Our future – If past waste practices continue 
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Comparison of Radioactive Waste Arisings

25

335,000

0

50000

100000

150000

200000

250000

300000

350000

Annual Arisings
 (1000 te)

LLW Non-Radioactive

LLW - VLLW Comparisons

By Radionuclide Activity

VLLW

LLW

By Volume (m3)

VLLW
3,300,000

75%

LLW
1,100,000

25%



16/05/2011

3

Material Proportions in Raw VLLW arisings
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VLLW: 3.3 million m³

Urgency and Importance for VLLW Solutions

• VLLW approaches 75% of the National LLW inventory
– Approximate forecasted VLLW inventory – 3.3 million m3

– Predominantly Soil & Rubble and Metals
– Most arises post-2020
– More than half expected to be confirmed as exempt waste

• VLLW does not require vault-disposal at LLWR 

• Continued disposal of VLLW in vaults would significantly reduce the 
operational life of the repository
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Monitoring for traces of radioactivity in decommissioning 
rubble waste

Facility Decommissioning is all about 
effective waste management


